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members have 20 or more years of service. 
‘‘It is like a family here, the staff cares for 
the residents and relationships are developed 
that are important to the residents.’’ 

One of the most unique attributes of Bour-
bon Heights is the support from the commu-
nity and the volunteers who are in the floors 
every day providing support and help to the 
regular staff. 

‘‘As I travel around the state attending 
meetings,’’ McKenzie said. ‘‘Other Activity 
Directors are amazed at the level of commu-
nity support that we have at Bourbon 
Heights.’’ 

The giant trophy in the lobby is awarded 
for one year and will be passed on next year 
to a new recipient. A trophy cup will remain 
at Bourbon Heights as a reminder of this 
year’s honor of being named the best nursing 
home in the state. 

Bourbon Heights was chartered in 1965 
when it opened as a senior care center. It is 
a non-profit organization. The land is owned 
by the county and the buildings and im-
provements are part of the Bourbon Heights 
Corporation and under the direction of the 
board of directors that oversee the non-profit 
organization. 
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CONGRATULATING THE SAN DIEGO 
CHARGERS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to send my congratulations to the 
San Diego Chargers for the remarkable 
way that they turned around their 2008 
season in the National Football 
League. 

During difficult economic times, as 
they face hardships and uncertainty, 
millions of sports fans across America 
turn to their hometown teams for sol-
ace and inspiration. 

Few teams this year faced as many 
hardships as the Chargers, and few 
teams in any year have overcome ad-
versity with such inspiring tenacity. 

Hampered by injuries to star running 
back LaDainian Tomlinson and other 
key players and suffering through a se-
ries of heartbreaking losses, the Char-
gers began the 2008 season with just 
four wins in their first 12 games. With 
3 weeks to go in the regular season, 
they trailed the division-leading Den-
ver Broncos by three games. Though 
their fans remained loyal and the team 
remained confident, few outside ob-
servers gave them any chance reaching 
the NFL playoffs. 

Over the next 5 weeks, though, the 
Chargers made an amazing run. Begin-
ning on December 4th, three consecu-
tive San Diego victories and two Den-
ver losses left the Chargers just one 
game back entering a December 28 
showdown with the Broncos. 

In the decisive game, the Chargers 
staged an awe-inspiring offensive dis-
play to crush the Broncos 52–21 and win 
the AFC Western Division champion-
ship. They became the first team in 
NFL history to have been 4–8 and make 
the playoffs and the first team ever to 
win their division after being three 
games behind the leaders with three 
games to play. 

Six days later, on January 3, the 
Chargers faced a terrific Indianapolis 
Colts team in the playoffs. In perhaps 
the greatest NFL game ever played in 

San Diego, the Chargers beat the Colts 
in overtime, 23–17. 

Every playoff tournament ends sadly 
for every team but one. Last Sunday, 
on a snowy day in Pittsburgh, the 
mighty Steelers ended the Chargers 
season. 

But nothing can dim the luster of the 
Chargers’ late-season run. Their dra-
matic turnaround is an inspiration to 
sports fans everywhere. 

Mr. President, I grew up in Brooklyn, 
in the shadow of Ebbets Field, where 
baseball fans endured years of frustra-
tion with the annual cry of ‘‘Wait Till 
Next Year.’’ When I was in high school, 
our dream finally came true, and ‘‘next 
year’’ became this year. 

With a talented young team that has 
triumphed over adversity, the San 
Diego Chargers can look forward to 
next year with pride and confidence. I 
salute the Charger players, coaches, 
staff, and ownership along with their 
loyal fans—for a great 2008 season. 
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WHITE MOUNTAIN LAND 
MANAGEMENT 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak briefly about the White 
Mountain National Forest and the U.S. 
Forest Service’s efforts to manage 
these lands for the benefit of all Gran-
ite Staters. In particular, I wanted to 
extend my appreciation and support for 
the agency’s commitment to imple-
menting its 2005 management plan for 
the forest, including the Mill Brook 
timber harvesting proposal. 

It goes without saying that the 
White Mountain National Forest is a 
special place for all New Hampshire 
residents. Drawing millions of visitors 
each year, these lands have long ap-
pealed to those who enjoy the out-
doors, while also providing natural re-
sources that support communities 
across the State. Through balanced, 
multiple-use management policies, I 
remain confident that the White Moun-
tain National Forest will remain one of 
the crown jewels of the National Forest 
System for generations to come. 

As such, I was pleased when, in 2005, 
the U.S. Forest Service released its 
new management plan for the White 
Mountain National Forest. Striking a 
delicate compromise among stake-
holders, it was overwhelmingly sup-
ported in New Hampshire and estab-
lished a consensus-based blueprint for 
how this natural resource will be man-
aged. I applauded all of the hard work 
and public outreach that the Forest 
Service put into this plan and was 
pleased to coauthor legislation that 
implemented its wilderness rec-
ommendations. Signed into law in De-
cember 2006, the New England Wilder-
ness Act designated nearly 35,000 acres 
of new wilderness in the Forest and 
strengthened our nation’s commitment 
to land conservation. 

The 2005 management plan also in-
cluded timber harvesting, which is crit-
ical for both regional economic activ-
ity and wildlife diversity purposes. The 

timber industry is one of the largest 
manufacturing industries in New 
Hampshire, supporting well paying jobs 
and local communities, especially in 
the north country. Carefully managed 
timber harvesting can also play an im-
portant role in maintaining habitats 
that are critical for certain types of 
wildlife. 

Fully consistent with the 2005 plan 
and its timber harvesting guidelines, 
the Forest Service has proposed log-
ging projects which have been subject 
to environmental review, are limited in 
scope, and have the support of well re-
spected groups across the spectrum 
such as the Society for Protection of 
New Hampshire Forests, Appalachian 
Mountain Club, the National Audubon 
Society, the New Hampshire 
Timberland Owners, and the North 
Country Council. Two of these pro-
posals, the Batchelder Brook and Than 
Brook Resource Management Projects, 
have been unsuccessfully challenged by 
certain environmental groups such as 
the Sierra Club that do not represent 
the view of most Granite Staters. Even 
though they seemed fine with the 2005 
management plan when it was released, 
these groups now want to undo it via 
lawsuits and other challenges that use 
up taxpayer resources and stymie eco-
nomic activity in New Hampshire. For-
tunately, the courts have so far ruled 
in favor of the Forest Service and have 
allowed these two timber harvesting 
projects to proceed. With each ruling 
against these challenges, it has been 
my hope, as well as the hope of many 
others in our State, that all parties 
would now act in good faith and re-
spect the 2005 management plan’s tim-
ber harvesting guidelines. 

Unfortunately, this has not been the 
case, and it is why I am once more 
speaking on the Senate floor about the 
White Mountain National Forest. Once 
again, we now have the Sierra Club and 
its allies trying to tie up yet another 
important timber harvesting proposal, 
the Mill Brook project. This project, 
which consists of around 1,000 acres, is 
wholly consistent with the plan’s tim-
ber harvesting guidelines. It is also 
supported by a large number of well re-
spected environmental groups and the 
New Hampshire Fish and Game Depart-
ment. But this is apparently not 
enough. Recycling some of the same 
legal arguments that have proven un-
successful in the past, the Sierra Club 
and its friends are trying to thwart the 
good intentions and popular support of 
the 2005 plan, choosing the path of an-
tagonism over the spirit of com-
promise. 

Now of course, I recognize that it is 
within these groups’ rights to file an 
administrative appeal and try to hold 
things up. And I also recognize that 
such tactics may appeal to their par-
tisan supporters. That being said, I 
also feel that these groups’ actions are 
meant to undermine the longstanding 
consensus approach that New Hamp-
shire has taken to environmental pro-
tection and the management of the 
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